
STATUS REPORT ON 
PRESIDENT BUSH’S 2006 AMERICAN COMPETITIVENESS INITIATIVE 

 
ACTION ITEM CONGRESSIONAL ACTION CURRENT STATUS 

• R&D tax credit – Restore the value of the 
R&D tax credit through expansion and 
make permanent. 

• Expanded credit was passed by the 
Senate and House as part of tax 
reconciliation bills.   

• No action was taken on permanency. 

• The reconciliation bill has stalled in 
Conference and there have been reports 
the R&D tax credit may be dropped from 
the package. 

• Permanency is not likely to be addressed 
in 2006. 

• Highly skilled immigration reform – 
Reform legal immigration programs to 
improve access to the world’s most 
talented scientists and engineers. 

• Currently being debated by the Senate – 
all substitute amendments and the 
underlying bill include highly skilled worker 
and student provisions. 

• Not addressed in the House border 
security bill. 

• The Senate is likely to include highly 
skilled worker provisions in any 
immigration bill passed this year. 

• The House may be receptive to many of 
the highly skilled worker provisions, but 
may choose to pass them as part of 
another bill rather than the comprehensive 
immigration bill. 

• Math and science education – 
Encourage advanced placement classes in 
high schools, create an adjunct teacher 
corps for middle and high schools, and 
enhance loan forgiveness programs. 

• Passed by the House as an amendment 
(McMorris-Holt) to the Higher Education 
reauthorization bill. 

• Not included in Senate HELP Committee-
passed bill. 

• The Senate is expected to begin debate 
on the Higher Education reauthorization 
bill in May or June.  Senate Republicans 
and Democrats are working to draft 
amendments that include math and 
science initiatives, but legislative language 
has not been released. 

• National Science Foundation budget – 
Encourage Congress and the White House 
to double funding for basic research within 
the NSF. 

• House and Senate are preparing 
appropriations bills. 

• The President’s Budget includes a 7.9% 
increase for NSF to $6.02 billion in FY 
2007.  Congress now faces the challenge 
of appropriating the increased funding. 

• National Institute of Standards and 
Technology budget – Encourage 
Congress and the White House to double 
funding for the NIST. 

• House and Senate are preparing 
appropriations bills. 

• The President’s Budget includes a 24% 
increase over the enacted FY 2006 level 
(minus earmarks) to $535 million for NIST 
"core" programs. Congress now faces the 
challenge of appropriating the increased 
funding. 

• Health IT – Enact federal legislation to 
drive adoption of health IT to reduce health 
care costs for all Americans and improve 
the health of American workers. 

• Passed by the Senate as the “Wired for 
Health Care Quality Act.” 

• Several bills introduced in House.  No 
committees have marked up legislation. 

• A bill introduced by Representatives 
Nancy Johnson and Nathan Deal has 
been tapped for action; however, no 
markup has been scheduled. 

 


